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Welcome  

Welcome to this edition of our church update that helps us stay connected.  You 
can also keep in touch on our website, facebook page and WhatsApp group. If 
you would like this emailed  please do contact us to be added to the email list. 
We can also deliver printed copies to those with no digital access. 

Connecting In Worship 

At the heart of what we are as a church family is the worship we offer together 
to our great and loving God. We make it a priority to offer shared live worship so 
that it can be accessed by all. It can be accessed by gathering in the building or 
online using YouTube, Vimeo or Facebook Live.  

Tea & Coffee 

Tea & Coffee will be served each week from the serving areas under the 
balcony at the front. There will be tables scattered around the building for 
you to sit at.  Why not bring your own reusable cup with lid?  

We also meet together on zoom after every morning service from 
12pm-12.30 to allow those who attended the in-building worship to get 
home and join in too. ID: 968 847 6326    Password: 4188   Tel: 0131 460 1196 

YouTube, Vimeo, Facebook & Telephone 

Live streams will start 5mins before services begin allowing you plenty of 
time to get Connected. Just choose the platform the suits you best. To 
know how to dial using your landline please see details below.  

Connect To Live Services Using Landline

Dial 0131 460 1196  
(You will be asked for the meeting ID followed by #) 
  
Dial 968 847 6326 # 
  
You will be asked for your personal ID followed by # 
This is not applicable so enter # to move to the next action. 
  
(You will be asked for the meeting password followed by #) 
 Dial 4188 # 
You will be put into the waiting room until the host admits you to the 
meeting. 
When you are admitted you will begin to hear the service. 

You will be muted on admission so please feel secure that any background 
noises or fabulous robust singing will not be picked up or interrupt the audio 
being shared.  



What’s On  

Lodging House Mission  

Thank you for your continued support for LHM, we really appreciate it. Please 
place any gifts in the lack box at the front of the church next to the glass 
doors. 

Gala Help 

We have been asked to help out at the Gala this year by hosting the Tea Tent. 
This is a great opportunity to serve out community and make connections. We 
will need lots of help and if you are interested please let Mark know asap. 
More information to come in the next few weeks. The Date is Saturday 18th 
June.  

Day Event Time Location 

Fri 27th Work Party 9.30am-12 Church Building

Sat 28th Church Building 

Sun 29th Morning Worship (Acts 8 v 1-8) 
Coffee & Chat  
Evening Worship (Beatitudes)

10.30am 
12pm 
6.30pm 

Online & 
Building 
Zoom 
Online & 
Building

Mon 30th Tiny Tunes  
Start Course  
Small Group Week  
(Widom in planning, patience in suffering: 
James 4 v 13-5 v 20)

Morning  
7.30pm 

Building  
Lower Hall 

Tue 31st 

Wed 1st Hub Cafe 10.30-1pm Building

Thu 2nd Morning Coffee & Chat 10.30am               Zoom

Fri 3rd Work Party

Sat 4th 

Sun 5th Morning Worship (Acts 8 v 9-25) 
X-Groups,& Creche 
Coffee & Chat  
Evening Worship (Beatitudes) 

10.30am 

12pm 
6.30pm 

Online & 
Building 
Zoom 
Online & 
Building

Mon 6th TinyTunes 
Start Course 
Late Night Cafe 

Morning  
7.30pm 
9pm-12pm

Building 
Lower Hall 
Hub Cafe 

Tue 7th  

Wed 8th Hub Cafe  
Engage: Gathered Prayer 

10.30-1pm 
7.30pm

Lower Hall  
Church & Zoom

Thu 9th Morning Coffee & Chat 10.30am      Zoom



What’s Coming Up 

On Sunday 29th of May there will be a chance to stay for a simple lunch after 
morning worship. Around 1pm we will be sharing together three issues that 
affect the life of our church family. There are the new constitution, employing 
a youth and family worker and the Presbytery Plan. Some may wish to go 
home for lunch and then return. This time is open to all who worship with us 
wether you are a formal member or not. For those unable to be in the 
building please log onto zoom using the details below. 

ID: 968 847 6326    Password: 4188   Tel: 0131 460 1196 

X-Groups  

After the Summer our hope is to return to a more familiar pattern of X-
Groups without losing the importance of gathering as all ages in Worship. 
Just now we are planing on the first Sunday of each month to worship 
together as all ages. The remaining Sunday’s will follow the more familiar 
pattern of X-Groups with our younger folks going out to activities in different 
age groups. To help facilitate this we are looking for some additional X-
Group leaders. If this is something that you would consider then please do 
speak to Mark to chat it through. We have been hugely grateful to our X-
Group leaders in all that they have worked through during these two years of 
Covid restrictions.  

The Hub Late Night Cafe  
 
During June we plan to open the Late 
night Cafe on Monday nights from 
9pm-12pm. Serving snacks, hot and 
cold drinks its a chance to meet 
others, play pool at a time when often 
other facilities are closed. The PC’s 
will also be open and running with 
free wifi access. If you are interested 
in being one of the helpers then 
speak to Mark.  

Gathered Prayer

We meet fortnightly on Wednesday at 7.30pm to pray both in the building 
unperson and on zoom. It would be great to see you there. 

Pastoral Care 

Please remember to keep in touch is anyone is in need of pastoral care or a 
visit. Just phone, email, message Mark. 

MATT BOSWELL & MATT PAPA



Jude Langride: Trials

Today I have been thinking a lot about the word trial. What does it actually 
mean to be going through trials? The definition of “trial” stated that it is a 
formal examination of evidence, a test of performance, qualities or of 
suitability. There are time trials in sports to measure speed and progress. 
There are clinical and drug trials to monitor and document benefits and side 
effects of treatments to ascertain its suitability for licensed use, is it safe?, 
does it benefit? When and by how much? There are job trials, probationary 
periods designed to allow employers to see how an individual works within a 
team and guidelines. There are also criminal trials, where evidence for and 
against the prosecution of an individual is examined and questioned to judge 
the innocence or guilt of the accused person. 
  
Each of these examples describes putting something or someone through a 
test to gauge the potential of success or failure. Will the new game work 
smoothly every time? Will the new recipe be liked by customers? Or will the 
rope be strong enough to hold the weight of the climber time after time? Is it 
safe? 
  
But how does this definition relate to personal trials? Previously I have 
pictured trials in life as times of struggle and hardship, sluggish and painful. 
Am I being Assessed? Tried? Tested? Judged? And if so, by whom? And 
why? 
  
This train of thinking brought me to ponder on Job. As I may have mentioned 
a few times before, Job is probably one of my favourite books in the bible. In 
fact it often holds the top spot for long periods of time. It's a challenging 

read, and not instantly the most joyous 
of books, but it is a solid, honest story 
of Jobs' heart and faith. I find him 
inspiring, truly awesome.  
  
In the book Job is forced to endure 
unimaginable trials and hardships. The 
loss of his wealth and livelihood, his 
social standing, the grief and pain of the 
loss of all his children. He holds tight to 
God and praises his name. He is tested 
further with physical pain and torment, 
sores and raw skin. He is shunned by 

those around him, his wife, friends and neighbours. He is in despair and 
cannot understand why this is happening. He wants it to end. He questions 
God but never rejects or abandons him.  

He is tested further by the presence of his three friends. They come with the 
intention of comforting and supporting Job through his trials, but when they 
see him, his pain, his torment and despair, they cannot speak and sit silently 



with him for 3 days. Then when they do begin to talk to him they advise him 
to repent, to ask for forgiveness for whatever the sin is that is hidden in his 
past. They pick through his life looking for sin and fault to explain his current 
pain. They make unfounded accusations and criticise Job for the frustration 
and anger he voices when he talks to God. They use the presence of his 
suffering as proof of wrongdoing and call him arrogant when he is unable to 
confess when his integrity knows nothing to confess. 
  
Personally, I cannot think of a time of trial and struggle that I have 
experienced that has not mirrored in some way one or some of those 
described in Jobs life. The pain of grief, loss, financial insecurity, isolation, 
relationship breakdown, abandonment by friends, family or community. The 
trials of physical and emotional pain and turmoil as well as the gnawing ache 
of spiritual pain and loss. 

I thank God for the book of Job, because it is a book that clearly and without 
question, tells us that these trials are not placed upon us by God. life 
happens to every living thing on earth, the sun shines, the moon rises, the 
rain falls and the winds blow and we are all affected by them. Likewise, good 
things happen and bad things happen to us all. Droughts and floods affect 
the good and the bad equally. Life with its ups and downs is just the same. 
God doesn't want us to suffer, he will never test us, but he will guide us, 
comfort us and give us the hope and wisdom we require to prevail, if we ask 
for it, if we trust and have faith in him. Just as Job did. God doesn't use an 
anaesthetic to numb us from 
the pain of trials, he moulds 
us, teaches us and helps us 
grow through them, to grow 
in understanding and in faith.  
  
We all face trials and 
challenges, situations where 
we feel lost, broken, 
vulnerable and/or helpless. 
Often the hardest part of a 
challenge or struggle is 
accepting that it exists, 
accepting that this terrible situation is ours, it is here and we are living it 
regardless if we feel we deserve it or not. There is the temptation to 
apportion blame for our pain, either towards those around us or towards 
God for allowing it to happen. Or in the opposite direction there is the 
temptation to feel that we are so unworthy and deserving of our pain and 
punishment, that we hold fast to it instead of holding fast to God. We are less 
likely to turn to God for help if we feel we are worthy of suffering.  
  
It brings me great comfort to know that God is not testing or tempting me. It 
is our faith and God's sovereignty that is being tested by the devil. It is the 
accuser who searches for guilt, who uses temptation to trap and ensnare, to 



separate us from God. Just as it was the devil who tested Job's faith and 
integrity by taking everything and everyone from him, by tormenting him with 
physical pain and finally attempting to gaslight him into confessing for sins 
that Job knew in his heart he hadn't done, through the words of his friends.  
  
Whatever your current circumstance, or your own personal trials, I pray that 
you know the Love of God. That you can find peace and strength in knowing 
that God is by your side, with you, guiding you through your trial. I give 
thanks to God for his grace and mercy in our lives, his forgiveness and our 
redemption through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We cannot 
prevail without God’s salvation, we cannot grow and flourish on our strength 
alone. Help each of us Lord in our trials and strengthen us with greater faith 
and love to share with all we meet. 

In Jesus name 
Amen   
  
Job 1:6-12 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. The LORD 
said to Satan. “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and 
said “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on 
it.” And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that 
there is none like him on earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God 
and turns away from evil?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does 
Jon=b fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him and his 
house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his 
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out your 
hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” And the 
LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against 
him do not stretch out your hand.” so Satan went out from the presence of 
the LORD. 
  
Job 42:1-6 Then Job answered the LORD and said: ”I know that you can do 
all things, and no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  ‘Who is this that hides 

counsel without knowledge?’ 
Therefore I have uttered what I did 
not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not 
know. ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will 
question you, and you make it 
known to me’. I had heard of you 
by hearing of the ear, but now my 
eye sees you; Therefore I despise 
myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.” 



Each day there is a short passage to read.  
Theres also a passage to read in preparation for Jeremiah at Engage.  
As you read ask yourself these three questions.  

What in the passage is there something to…  

ADORE-  What did you learn about God for which you should praise or    
                thank him?  
ADMIT-   What did you learn about yourself for which you could repent? 
ASPIRE- What did you learn about life that you could aspire to ask for  
                and act on?  

Don’t close your Bible yet because in in listening to His voice we find our own.  
Take the things you have learned from the reading and then use them to help you pray.  

What does God want you to ADORE him for?  
What do you need to ADMIT to him? 
What could you ASPIRE to and ask for? 

Each day try and pray for something national, something local, something in your 
family, something in the church and something in your own life.  

Contacts  

Pastoral: 07731 737 377 
Website: www.chrystonparishchurch.co.uk 
WhatsApp: Text Your Name and Request to join to 07933142328 or 07731737377 
FaceBook: Search for Chryston Church Family  
Email: mmalcolm@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Church Treasurer 07519 758 723 or isamac_5@hotmail.com 

Daily Readings                

Praying The Bible 

Date Passage Date Passage

Fri 13th John 2 v 1-11 Fri 20th Revelation 2 v 1-7 

Sat 14th   John 4 v 46-54 Sat 21st Revelation 2 v 8-11

Sun 15th John 5 v 1-18 Sun 22nd Revelation 2 v 12-17 

Mon 16th    John 6 v 4-14 Mon 23rd Revelation 2 v 18-29 

Tue 17th  John 6 v 16-21 Tue 24th Revelation 3 v 1-6 

Wed 18th John 9 v 1-7 Wed 25th Revelation 3 v 7-13 

Thu 19th John 11 v 1-45 Thu 26th Revelation 3 v 14-22

“In listening to His voice 
we find our own””
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