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Welcome  

Welcome to this edition of our church update that helps us stay connected.  You 
can also keep in touch on our website, facebook page and WhatsApp group. If you 
would like this emailed  please do contact us to be added to the email list. We can 
also deliver printed copies to those with no digital access. 

Connecting In Worship 

At the heart of what we are as a church family is the worship we offer together to 
our great and loving God. We make it a priority to offer shared live worship so that 
it can be accessed by all.  

Here are the different ways  

• In Building gathering (No Need To Book a Seat Just turn Up)  
• Youtube (http://youtube.com/c/ChrystonParishChurch) 
• Facebook Live  (facebook.com/chryston.church) 
• Vimeo Platform 

In-Building Worship 

The easing of restrictions means that far more people can gather in the 
building, we can now sing but we do still need to wear masks. We believe 
gathering together in person is incredibly safe due to the safeguards we have 
put in place. You no longer need to pre-book a seat with track and trace only 
needed when staying for tea and coffee.  

Tea & Coffee 

Tea & Coffee will be served in the upstairs hall after worship on Sunday 28th 
Nov. Unfortunately we cannot accept home baking but if you want to you can 
hand it pre-wrapped biscuits e.g. Kit Kats, Time Outs etc 

We also meet together on zoom after every morning service from 12pm-12.30 
to allow those who attended the in-building worship to get home and join in 
too. ID: 968 847 6326    Password: 4188   Tel: 0131 460 1196 

YouTube, Vimeo & Facebook 

Live streams will start 5mins before services begin allowing you plenty of time 
to get Connected. Just choose the platform the suits you best 
  
Hub Cafe  

The Hub Cafe will be open on Wednesdays from 10am-12pm. To allow more space 
we will be using the upstairs Hall. Hot drinks and baking will be available.  

the hub

http://youtube.com/c/ChrystonParishChurch
http://facebook.com/chryston.church


What’s On  

Kirkintilloch Kelvin Brass Band  

The Kirkintilloch Kelvin Brass Band are using our building to host their annual 
Christmas concert. The date is Friday 10th  Dec and the time 7.30pm. Tickets 
can be bought at the door for £10 with under 12’s going free.  

Overnight Welcome Centre 

For the 5th year running, we have the privilege to help Glasgow City Mission, at 
the Overnight Welcome Centre. This year will be similar to last year, in that it will 
be held in a city centre hotel (which one as yet unknown). Church volunteers 
duties will include helping to set up the dining room for dinner, serving dinner to 
the guests, clearing up, and generally making guests feel welcome. All supplies 
will be provided, as will PPE. We will need 2 volunteers for each night. Our week 
will run from Monday 6th December to Sunday 12th December, and we will be 
required from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. 

If this is something you would like to be involved in, then please contact 
Margaret Rodger on 07986 428055 or 0141 775 0648. 

Day Event Time Location 

Fri 26th Work Party 9.30-12pm In-building

Sat 27th

Sun 28th Morning Worship (Confident in Sharing) 
Tea & Coffee  
Coffee & Chat  
Evening Worship (Malachi 1 v 17-3 v 5 ) 

10.30am 
11.30 
12pm 
6.30pm 

Online & Building 
In Building 
Zoom 
Online & Building

Mon 29th  Kirk Session Prayer  
Small Group Week  
(Joy in Obedience Philippians 2 v 12-18)

8pm  Zoom 

Tue 30th

Wed 1st Hub Cafe 10am-12pm Upstairs Hall

Thu 2nd Morning Coffee & Chat 10.30am               Zoom

Fri 3rd  Work Party 9.30-12pm Building 

Sat 4th

Sun 5th Morning Worship(Confident in Grace)  
X-Groups, Creche & Communion 
Coffee & Chat  
Evening Worship (Malachi 3: 6 -12)

10.30am 
10.30am 
12pm 
6.30pm 

Online & Building 
Building 
Zoom 
Online & Building

Mon 6th 

Tue 7th

Wed 8th Hub Cafe 
Engage: Gathered Prayer 

10am-12pm 
7.30pm

Upstairs Hall 
Zoom 

Thu 9th Morning Coffee & Chat 10.30am               Zoom



 

If I had only known the last time would be the last time 
I would've put off all the things I had to do 
I would've stayed a little longer, held on a little tighter 
Now what I'd give for one more day with you 
'Cause there's a wound here in my heart where something's missing 
And they tell me that it's gonna heal with time 
But I know you're in a place where all your wounds have been erased 
And knowing yours are healed is healing mine 

The only scars in heaven, they won't belong to me and you 
There'll be no such thing as broken, and all the old will be made new 
And the thought that makes me smile now, even as the tears fall down 
Is that the only scars in heaven are on the hands that hold you now 

I know the road you walked was anything but easy 
You picked up your share of scars along the way 
Oh, but now you're standing in the sun, you've fought your fight and your race is 
run 
The pain is all a million miles away 

The only scars in heaven, they won't belong to me and you 
There'll be no such thing as broken, and all the old will be made new 
And the thought that makes me smile now, even as the tears fall down 
Is that the only scars in heaven, yeah, are on the hands that hold you now 

Hallelujah, hallelujah 
Hallelujah, for the hands that hold you now 

There's not a day goes by that I don't see you 
You live on in all the better parts of me 
Until I'm standing with you in the sun, I'll fight this fight and this race I'll run 
Until I finally see what you can see, oh-oh 

The only scars in heaven, they won't belong to me and you 
There'll be no such thing as broken, and all the old will be made new 
And the thought that makes me smile now, even as the tears fall down 
Is that the only scars in heaven are on the hands that hold you now 

Why not have a listen YouTube or other platform 



 
THE PROMISE AND THE LIGHT  
KATY MORGAN 

What if you were visited by an angel one night who told you that you were 
to give birth to the Son of God? How would you feel? What might you 
think? 

Written as a series of vivid and dramatic first-person accounts, The 
Promise and The Light tells the stories of Mary, Joseph and Zechariah as 
they experience the events of the first Christmas. Written in a lively and 
engaging style, this imaginative yet biblically faithful book will captivate 

children aged 8-12. Readers will be able to get inside the hearts and minds of 
some of the key players in the Christmas story and will appreciate the power and 
excitement of what happened and why it is so amazing for us today. With 25 
chapters, readers may choose to read a chapter a day during Advent. 

IN THE LORD I TAKE REFUGE 
DANE ORTLAND 

The Psalms could be called the Bible’s devotional. Each psalm reflects on 
the greatness of who God is and how he cares for his people. Written with 
profound emotion, each psalm sheds light on the raw experiences of the 
human heart, revealing how God’s people should turn to him in times of 
anguish, pain, remorse, joy, and thanksgiving.  In the Lord I Take 
Refuge invites readers to experience the Psalms in a new way through 
heartfelt devotional content written by Dane Ortlund.  Each reading is 
short enough to read in five minutes or less and will encourage believers 

to thoughtfully ponder and pray through each of the 150 Psalms.  To further 
enhance the reading experience, this book features the full text of the English 
Standard Version Psalms; a large font; thick, cream-colored paper; and a ribbon 
marker to keep track of progress. All of these features, along with a helpful 
introduction on how to read the Psalms devotionally, encourage believers to 
pause and reflect on the riches of each text as they commune daily with the Lord. 
 
Lodging House Mission  

Thank you for your continued support for LHM, we really appreciate it. 
Please place any gifts in the lack box at the front of the church next to 
the glass doors.  

MATT BOSWELL & MATT PAPA



Jude: A Strange Week  

This week has been a strange week. I can’t quite put my finger on what 
exactly is so strange about it, but it has been a strange one nonetheless.  

I say that…but in reality, I can list a few things that alone have the capacity to 
tilt the paving stones and present a trip hazard or speed bump. I’m sure that I 
am not alone in this. It could be anything from a shattering disappointment or 
some exciting news or event, to sleeping in or putting on the wrong day of the 
week socks. There are so many things that can throw us off our planned or 
expected path. This has been my experience this week. It feels upside down 
and static at the same time. Like if I were to be looking at pictures of any other 
week and this one, and trying to spot the difference, they would be hard to 
spot, yet this one looks and feels more chaotic, more work, more out of my 
control. 

I have found it harder to focus. To focus on the task at hand, or the sentence I 
am saying. At times I have found it difficult to focus on my daily readings. I 
have read the devotional aloud as I normally do. I have noticed that hearing 
myself speak it, I feel more connection to the message. Sometimes I need to 
reread and repeat sections, when I am not quite getting what the writer is on 
about. Then I read the passages being studied. Over the past week there have 
been days where it has been a more routine process than a lived one. In the 
past I would have felt disconnected and a failure for not feeling attuned or 
“getting something” from the reading.  

I am going to take a side step here and I will try to remember what I was 
saying, but I want to acknowledge how much I don’t like the fact that the 
phrase “getting something” is part of my description, but it is the only way I 
can say it. I know that the Bible is not a self help book, its purpose is not to 
say what I want to hear or to plaster over the cracks. God's Word is there to 
speak to us, saying the things we need to hear and meditate upon. Maybe a 
more accurate way for me to describe it would be to say, that some days I 
wasn’t able to hear what God was trying to speak into my heart.  

This week, I’m not sure if it has been because I have been tired and a bit 
topsy-turvy, but I haven’t berated myself for not “feeling it” and not “getting 
it”. Instead I have finished the readings and moved onto another task or train 
of thought. Each time I have eventually made my way back to my notebook 
and started writing my prayer for the day. I find it easier to express myself in 
written word than spoken, and my thoughts are more distinguishable and 
words are easier to find. When I just write what comes to my mind and follow 
its natural course, I tend to find myself ending in a shorter, more focused and 
meaningful prayer.  

My focus has shifted from what I can and have done, cannot and have not 
done, to alone I cannot……but He can. I may not have had the ears to hear 
Him speak to me when doing my reading, but through allowing my thoughts 
and writing to flow without a map, God leads the way and speaks the words I 
need to hear.  



The disappointments, the chaos, the trip hazards and speed bumps are often 
things we cannot control. We react and respond to them in different ways 
depending on where we are spiritually, emotionally and the energy reserves 
we have available. They could be a challenge to be met head on, a barrier and 
obstacle to ponder, a mild annoyance easily stepped over or an 
insurmountable wall or impossible chasm blocking our way. It could be the 
last straw that breaks us.  

But we are not on this path alone. We are not without a guide and protector. 
We are held up by God when we feel broken. We are gifted the strength and 
patience to persevere on the long hard sections of life. We are shown the path 
in front of us as Jesus shines a light to our feet guiding each step in safety and 
faith, not knowing the steps to come, yet trusting the one who guides us 
through. 

This article has grown and evolved in the same way as the prayers I write, I 
had no plan of where it would go or where it would pass through.  

As I have been writing, time has been passing. I am sitting at my table, aware 
that I should probably stop writing as it is now 10:10am and I have a zoom 
meeting (coffee stop) to open at 10:30am. I am nursing a cold cup of tea and, 
well, I am not exactly dressed for a zoom chat. I have bed head and with my 
papa style pyjamas on, I feel every inch the Arthur Dent I look (a wee 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy reference).  The sun is beaming in through the 
window casting lovely quiet, still shadows across the living room. The cats are 
at last settling down for a nap and no longer trying to inhabit the exact same 
spot and biting anything that encroaches their space. The only sounds I can 
hear are birds (crows I think) outside, the heating systems hum in the 
background and the odd creek from the house. Oh and my tippity tapping on 
the iPad. It seems a pity to disturb the silence and the calm. 

I will leave you with the following passage and a request for your prayers for 
each of us to grow in patience, strength and faith as we each travel our paths 
with faith, joy, love and perseverance. 

Psalm 139:1-6 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and 
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and 
my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on 
my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. You hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
it is high; I cannot attain it. 

Proverbs 3:5-8 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from 
evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. 



Each day there is a short passage to read.  
Theres also a passage to read in preparation for Jeremiah at Engage.  
As you read ask yourself these three questions.  

What in the passage is there something to…  

ADORE-  What did you learn about God for which you should praise or    
                thank him?  
ADMIT-   What did you learn about yourself for which you could repent? 
ASPIRE- What did you learn about life that you could aspire to ask for  
                and act on?  

Don’t close your Bible yet because in in listening to His voice we find our own.  
Take the things you have learned from the reading and then use them to help you pray.  

What does God want you to ADORE him for?  
What do you need to ADMIT to him? 
What could you ASPIRE to and ask for? 

Each day try and pray for something national, something local, something in your 
family, something in the church and something in your own life.  

Contacts  

Pastoral: 07731 737 377 
Website: www.chrystonparishchurch.co.uk 
WhatsApp: Text Your Name and Request to join to 07933142328 or 07731737377 
FaceBook: Search for Chryston Church Family  
Email: mmalcolm@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Church Treasurer 07519 758 723 or isamac_5@hotmail.com 

Daily Readings                

Praying The Bible 

Date Passage Date Passage

Fri 26th 2 Timothy 3 v 1-9 Fri 3rd Micah 5 v 1-6 

Sat 27th 2 Timothy 3 v 10-17 Sat 4th Revelation 19 v 1-10 

Sun 28th 2 Timothy 4 v 1-8 Sun 5th Ephesians 2 v 1-10 

Mon 29th 2 Timothy 4 v 9-22 Mon 6th 2 Cor 5 v 11-21

Tue 30th Matthew 1 v 1-17 Tues 7th Hebrews 1 v 1-14 

Wed 1st Revelation 5 v1-14 Wed 8th Ephesians 2 v 11-22

Thu 2nd Hebrews 12 v 1-6 Thu 9th Philippians 3 v 12-20 

“In listening to His voice 
we find our own””
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